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School Re-entry Policy 
Introduction: 

Mater Dei Academy, a private Catholic school for grades K through 12, provides children with a 
thorough Catholic education founded upon traditional principles.  The school strives ultimately 
to form good Catholic citizens; men and women willing and able to work for the restoration of 
all things in Christ, freely submitting to the reign of Our Lord in the spiritual, moral, intellectual, 
and physical realms.  

Mission & Philosophy:  

Our mission as a private Catholic school is to develop the minds, bodies, and souls of students in 
accordance with the perennial educational and moral principles of the Roman Catholic Church.  
We operate under the Society of Saint Pius X, and provide a structured, traditional, social, and 
academic environment in which students pursue truth within a rigorous, balanced curriculum, 
and take active part in the life and liturgy of a thriving community fully committed to developing 
Christian values.  By providing an atmosphere of serious scholarship and Catholic vitality, Mater 
Dei strives, as inspired by the motto of the Society of Saint Pius X, to equip students “To restore 
all things in Christ.”  

Learning is a profoundly human process; one best accomplished through patient, qualitative 
drawing out, rather than mechanistic, quantitative filling up.  The school strives continuously to 
provide the best possible facilities, tools, and material resources, in terms of texts and an 
integrated curriculum, simultaneously recognizing that our teachers’ mastery of subject matter, 
ability to communicate, and, above all, love for our students, are what finally foster a desire for 
learning in those students.  Our curriculum challenges minds; our teachers work with God to 
form souls.  

Summary: 

The following will serve as our plan for re-opening in accordance with the guidelines issued on 
July 27, 2020 for religious and independent schools in New York State.  In response to these 
requirements and in order to dedicate the necessary attention to this situation, we have 
established a COVID Task Force (CTF) for our Academy.  This group of professionals is well-
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versed in the guidelines, desires the health and safety of all students and staff, and will remain 
attentive to the details as things proceed.   

As our school building holds three-times the amount of students we have enrolled in classes this 
academic year, we have no difficulties keeping the distancing suggested and are comfortable 
with allowing all students to be onsite for classes.  The outline below states how we will proceed. 

  

A. Physical Distancing Measures 

1. 6’ desk spacing 
2. Parents will be strongly discouraged from entering school building 
3. Plexiglass will be set in place on reception desk 
4. Staff discouraged from congregating in staff lounge, unless 6’ distancing can be achieved 
5. Class combinations to minimize child/adult crossover 
6. Outdoor spaces utilized when possible 
7. Non-essential gatherings and activities where social distancing is impossible (such as pep 

rallies, school fundraiser assemblies, etc.) will be limited to outdoor facilities where 
social distancing will be enforced 

8. Music and athletics to be conducted outdoors or with 12’ space between each student 
9. If 6’ desk spacing is not possible for the entire class, half of the students will be assigned 

desks in adjacent classrooms where that specific class will be remotely projected and an 
adult class monitor assigned 

10. Teachers maintain 6’ distance from students when possible 
11. Teachers rotate between classes instead of students when feasible 
12. Physical guides (such as tape on floors and sidewalks) will be set in place to encourage 

social distancing 
13. Eliminate locker use for books, instead have designated areas within the classroom (i.e. 

countertops or bookshelves within the classrooms) 
14. Eat lunch outside when possible or in classrooms to minimize the number of students in 

the cafeteria 
15. Students will bring packed lunches from home 
16. Wash hands or use hand sanitizer before and after eating 

 

B. Cleaning & Disinfecting 

1. Hand sanitizing stations will be setup in convenient locations throughout the building 
2. Daily cleaning and disinfecting will be done using EPA approved disinfectants 
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3. If EPA approved disinfectants are not available, diluted bleach or alcohol solutions will 
be used 

4. Classroom doors will be left open to minimize students touching doorknobs throughout 
the day 

5. When weather permits, windows will be open to encourage fresh air flow and ventilation 

 

C. Transportation 

1. Parents will independently learn the guidelines of their school district’s transportation 
2. Students riding the bus are required by Mater Dei Academy to comply with the district 

guidelines if they wish to utilize the public transportation 
 

D. Testing & Screening — Positive COVID-19 Response 

1. Parents are obliged to keep children home if they are sick 
2. Sick children may not return to school until they are at least 24 hours symptom free 
3. Parents will be encouraged to screen their children for all COVID-19 symptoms and fill 

out the daily health question questionnaire prior to school arrival; the questionnaire will 
be posted to the family portals  

4. Students and staff will have daily temperature checks by Mater Dei officials before 
entering the building 

5. Students and staff with a fever of 100.4 or greater will be sent home immediately 
6. Students and staff with symptoms of possible COVID-19 virus infection will be sent 

home immediately 
7. A confinement room will be designated for symptomatic students or staff in the event the 

person is not able to leave the school premises immediately  
8. If a student or staff member has been identified as testing positive for COVID-19, school 

and program administrators will notify state health officials to determine what additional 
steps are needed for the school community 

9. Students and staff excluded from school due to COVID-19 symptoms will be encouraged 
to contact their health care provider to discuss testing and medical care 

10. In the absence of testing, students or staff should follow local health department guidance 
for exclusion 
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E. Social & Emotional Well Being 

1. The 6 resident priests of the Academy will each service specific age groups to ensure 
they are thriving both socially and emotionally  

2. Students will be encouraged to talk to any of the teachers or staff with whom they are 
most comfortable 

3. Continued instruction will be given by the Principal at weekly teacher meetings to further 
strengthen the mental wellness of the academic community 

4. Priests will continue to meet with the teachers and staff individually to counsel, 
encourage, and support them both spiritually and mentally 

5. An anonymous “question box” will be set up to ease the anxiety of any 
student/staff/parent who may need extra encouragement in these times, but would prefer 
anonymity  

 

F. Emergency Drills 

1. All of the required Emergency Drills will be performed while wearing appropriate face 
coverings, as the need to perform these drills in timely fashion outweighs the need to use 
social distancing measures 

 

G. Face Covering & PPE 

1. Due to the availability of sufficient physical distancing, students will not be required to 
wear masks while seated at desks, during physical education class, or during recess 

2. Students will be required to wear masks when not seated at desks, including but not 
limited to when using the blackboard, pencil sharpener, or lavatory, and when working in 
groups 

3. Students will be instructed about the proper use of PPE and the school’s PPE policies and 
procedures.  Faculty and staff will ensure that students use PPE properly and follow 
school PPE polices and procedures 

4. Faculty and staff will not be required to wear masks while seated at their desks or during 
instruction, provided that sufficient physical distance can be maintained 

5. Students, faculty, and staff will be required to wear masks when moving through 
hallways and other common areas and at all other times when social or physical 
distancing cannot be assured 
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H. Immunizations 

1. State immunizations requirements will be maintained and strictly adhered to 
2. Flu vaccination will be encouraged for students and staff 

 

I. Organized Activities 

1. Fall sports will be on PAUSE until at least Monday, September 21st, in compliance with 
NYSDOH guidance with condensed seasons as necessary 

 

J. Academic Calendar Adaptations 

1. Alternate academic calendars will be prepared to adapt easily should the situation require 
a deviation from our intended calendar 

 

K.  Attendance 

1. Daily attendance will continue to be taken and reported electronically 
2. Perfect attendance awards and incentives will be discontinued until further notice 

 

L. Communication/Family Engagement 

1. Open and ongoing communications between the CTF (COVID Task Force) and families 
will be encouraged in an effort keep fluid and relevant conversations and to address 
concerns that may arise 

2. A weekly COVID Communiqué will be arranged by the CTF Director to keep the 
Academy’s community up to date on the state of affairs for that week, as well as what to 
expect in the upcoming week 

3. COVID-19 updates will be posted on the main page of our website at 
http://Materdei.Academy which we will keep updated with the latest news on COVID-19 
as it applies to our Academy and locality 
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M.  Continuity of Learning Plan 

1. In the event that schools should be required to cancel all in-person classes, teachers will 
resume teaching remotely using the Microsoft 365 Suite virtual platform which was used 
for the last semester of the 2019-2020 academic year 

2. Teachers will continue to learn how to more efficiently navigate Microsoft 365 Suite  
3. Parents and teachers will be able to continue communications via the assigned academy 

email addresses, phone calls, video conferences, or in-person conferences (when 
permissible) 

4. Teachers will receive the re-opening guidance file so that they may be further inspired by 
suggestions therein which would best suit their particular classroom demographics, as 
well as their subject material 

 

N. Boarding Boys’ School 

1. The dormitory will be reconfigured to allow for safe and appropriate space for each of the 
students while keeping room capacity in mind 

2. All dormitories and common areas will be cleaned and disinfected daily 
3. Students and resident staff members will practice appropriate social distancing when 

attainable 
4. Face coverings will be worn in common areas if social distancing is impossible 
5. Visitors living outside of the dormitory will be discouraged, unless the visitation is in an 

outdoor setting or in a large capacity room where social distance can be obtained 
6. Students who are immunocompromised or who have an underlying health condition will 

be provided safe living spaces within the dormitory 
7. All boarding students and resident staff members will be screened for COVID-19 

symptoms upon return and adhere to a 14 day self-quarantine within the dormitory and 
outdoor premises 

8. Temperatures will be taken and symptom evaluations will be recorded daily by staff 
residents  

9. Persons undergoing isolation or quarantine within the dormitory will be moved to 
confinement rooms where they may stay for the duration of their isolation or quarantine 

10. Students in confinement rooms during isolation or quarantine will be equipped with the 
means to continue classes remotely using the Microsoft 365 Suite platform 

11. Meals will be delivered to the confinement rooms by residential staff 
12. All medical needs will be tended to by the presiding residential staff member who will be 

guided by the frequent communication with the students’ parent/guardian 
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13. In the event that school-wide remote learning becomes a necessity, boarding students will 
be invited to stay on campus to seamlessly transition to remote learning, while sheltering 
in place on campus 

14. Kitchen staff will serve the boarders’ meals cafeteria style 
15. Kitchen staff will wear masks and gloves while serving boarders 
16. Boarders will maintain 6’ social distance while in line for meals 
17. Boarders will wear masks while in line and being served by the kitchen staff 

 
 
 

Contacts in case of need: 
 
Fr. Richard Boyle — Principal @ fr.boyle@materdei.academy 
 
Angela Randazzo — Director of CTF @ a.randazzo@materdei.academy 
 
Lisa Bobka — Secretary @ secretary@materdei.academy 
 
 

 

  


